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Professor Christopher Hanlon 
Office Hours: MWF 1-2, M 11-12 
Department of English, Coleman 3811 
chanlon@eiu.edu 
What does it mean to be a subject of the United States when the communities through which Americans 
imagine and constitute themselves expand beyond the enclosures of national boundaries? For instance, to 
what extent do developments in globally-networked information technology-which erode the ability of 
governments to regulate relations between one People and another-diminish a citizenry's tendency to 
identify with national structures of belonging? Moreover, how does the critique of globalization -
understood as the arrangement of massive transnational economic interests deployed to maximize capital 
growth, whatever the cost in human terms-articulate itself alongside or through the internationalism 
provoked by such developments in communications·technology? And what is the relationship between 
these two burgeoning circumstances-the advent of near-instantaneous telecommunication and the 
critique of globalized capital-and either revolutionary or reactionary politics? 
Understand that I'm not talking about the internet, Facebook, the Arab Spring, or the Occupy movement 
-at least, not primarily. The paragraph above could well describe our own moment, but I offer it instead 
as a description of transformative forces that, during the first half of the nineteenth century, conditioned 
cultural relations between Britain and the United States. The fact that what we are experiencing as 
transformative in 2012 overlaps so well with what citizens of Boston, New York, London, and Manchester 
took as the defining transformations of their age is one reason for this senior seminar, in which we will 
read British and U.S. writers and public intellectuals in the context of those and other transformations. 
That is, we stand to learn much about the terms of our own internationalism by studying the 
internationalism of this prior period, just as we can learn much about current discussions over global 
trade by examining complaints articulated in the nineteenth century. But another reason to read 
anglophone literature of tlie early nineteenth century in this way is for its tendency to displace a venerable 
narrative of U.S. literary history, according to which writers such as Emerson, Hawthorne, and Whitman 
wrote in fulfillment of America's cultural independence. According to this account, the first generation of 
bona fide American writers invented American literature practically ex nihilo, denying British literary 
history its dominance on this side of the pond. 
In fact the record would indicate that American and British writers and readers experienced no such 
sudden or absolute break. During what Americans call the antebellum period, and what the British call the 
early Victorian era, the mutual regard of U.S. and British subjects would fluctuate wildly because the state 
of cultural exchange between the two nations was conditioned by a variety of factors. For much of the first 
half of the nineteenth century, Britain had abolished slavery within the Empire, a consideration that 
afforded British reformers a certain moral supremacy vis a vis their American counterparts. The cultural 
forces of British literary romanticism and picturesque aesthetics resonate<i profoundly with Americans 
who would re-direct these currents through American geographies and narratives. The era witnessed the 
emergence of near-instantaneous telecommunication between Britain and the United States, an advent 
that pressured North Atlantic conceptions of national community in ways that anticipate our own 
reconsiderations in this the era of Facebook, Twitter, and Skype. And, of course, there is the fact that 
America was still "young" during the early 1800s (America is always "young," of course; that youth is our 
oldest export), the fact that many Americans felt defensive about America's standing in comparison with 
old Europe. In this course, we will explore the ways in which these and otl1er factors helped to produce a 
culture of literary production best understood as neither "American" nor "British" so much as it was North 
Atlantic. 
Course Requirements & Policies 
Final Grades this semester will be determined in accordance with this formula: 
Guardian/New York Times Journal .. ........ . 20% 
Final Essay ......... .. .. .. ......... .... ... .... ..... .. 30% 
Final Exam ..... ........... .. ...... .. ........... ... 30% 
Citizenship .. .... .... .. .. ..... ..... ..... ............. 20% 
100% 
The Guardian/New York Times Journal will help you to cultivate awareness of your own position within a 
larger transatlantic culture. Every day this semester you will set aside some time to scan and read from the 
daily editions of two venerable Atlantic news outlets: The Guardian, which has been reporting world news 
to the British people since 1821, and The New York Times, which began running daily editions in 1851. I 
have chosen these papers because they are internationally respected news outlets that continue to 
maintain their own foreign correspondents (rather than relying upon syndicated journalists, as have many 
formerly great newspapers), but also because of their Victorian and antebellum roots. But reading these 
newspapers side by side every day will transform your sense both of the connectedness and the 
particularity of the U.S. and the U.K. in our own time-politically, economically, culturally, literarily. Once a 
week, I want you to write about what you've read and noticed. This need not be anything like a formal, 
argument-driven essay, and in fact I think it would be better in some ways to make it diaristic. But I do 
expect it to be typed, edited, and just generally written for smart people. Present yourself well, in other 
words; I expect you to develop observations, hazard contentions, ask smart questions, and so on. I also 
want to see you drawing into your meditations some of the ideas and texts we bandy about in class. The 
bottom line is that the journal should be thoughtful, well-expressed, indicative of a curious, active mind ... 
the kind of work one would expect of a senior English major, in other words. How long? I would think 
each week you should commit perhaps 300-500 words. Abridged daily editions of the Guardian and the 
Times are available at www.guardiannews.com and www.nytimes.com. 
On April 18, a long writing assignment will be due. This will be between 10 and 15 pages long, and an 
argumentative piece in which you stake a claim about the material we're studying. As senior English 
majors, those should be all the instructions you need, and hence I will not be distributing any sort of 
prompt or outline aside from this. I want for you to make this paper whatyou want it to be, and so that 
means showing your own initiative and imagination. We should talk as you develop the project, but aside 
from that, my initial advice is to draw upon everything you've learned as an English major-all the literary 
history, the theory, the close reading, the research methodology, the argumentative and rhetorical strategy 
-to make this essay compelling, rich, polished, tlle sort of thing that engages and pushes the ideas we 
bandy in class. 
We'll also have a final exam on May 2, comprised of an objective section and an essay section, the latter of 
which will allow you to synthesize some of what you've learned over the semester. 
Citizenship. Just as a democracy depends upon the active and thoughtful engagement of the citizenry, 
university seminars depend upon students who meet their obligations to prepare for and carry out an . 
informed and rigorous discussion. Sometimes in this seminar I'll lecture, but most of the time we'll 
exchange perceptions. So to do this well, you'll need to have read everything in advance and with the skill 
and perseverance I would expect of a grown-up- having sharpened your reactions by taking notes, 
committing questions to paper as they arise, drawing connections with other reading assignments and 
things that other people have said, integrating such observations with the material I teach you through 
lecture and handouts, and so on. 

Required Texts: 
Anne, Charlotte, and Emily Bronte, The Bronte Sisters: Three NoPels 
Susan Manning and Andrew Taylor, Transatlantic Literary Studies.A Reader 
Joseph O'Neil,Netherland 
All other readings supplied in portable document format by me, to be printed for class. Occasionally I will 
supply an additional reading through Booth Library's electronic reserve system, under the password 
ch4300. 
Special 
Relationship 
Jan 9 
Jan 11 
Jan 13 
Jan 18 
Jan20 
Jan23 
Jan25 
Jan27 
Jan30 
Reading Schedule 
Intros, etc. 
William Blake,America:AProphe.I)' (1793) 
Walt Whitman, "Resurgemus" (1850); "To a Foil'd Revolter or 
Revoltress" (1860) 
Washington Irving, "Rip Van Winkle" (1818) 
Irving, "English Writers on America" (1820) 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, "My Kinsman, Major Molineux" (1828) 
Hawthorne, "Pilgrimage to Boston" (1862) 
Frederick Douglass, Farewell Address to the British People 
(1847) 
John Locke, from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding 
(1650) 
Francis Hutcheson, from An Essay on the Nature and Conduct of 
the Passions and Affections (1769) 
Adam Smith, from The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759) 
Phyllis Wheatley, "To the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
1768" (1773); "On Being Brought from Africa to 
America" (1773); "A Farewell to America. To Mrs. S. W." (1773) 
William Lloyd Garrison, Declaration of Sentiments Adopted 
by the Peace Convention (1838) 
Garrison, No Compromise with Slavery (1854) 
Also read, though possibly we may not discuss: Lydia Maria 
Child, selection from An Appeal in Favor of that Class of 
Americans CalledAfricans (1833); Harriet Martineau, selection 
from Society in America (1837) 
Transatlantic 
Geographies 
Bron re's 
Jane Eyre 
Feb 1 
Feb3 
Feb6 
Feb8 
Feb 10 
Feb 13 
Feb 15 
Feb20 
Feb22 
Feb24 
Feb27 
Feb29 
Mar2 
Mar5 
Edmund Burke, from A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of 
Our Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful (1757) 
William Gilpin, from Three Essays On Picturesque Beauty (1792) 
Thomas Gainsborough, Wooded Landscape With a Peasant 
Resting (1747) 
Gainsborough, Sunset: Carthorses Drinking at a Stream (1760) 
Joseph Mallord William Turner,117 Bridge (1813) 
Turner, The Cancel and Crossing ofTinternAbbey, Looking 
towards the East Window (1794) 
John Constable, The Hay Wain (1821) 
Thomas Cole, Falls of the Kaaterskill (1826) 
Thomas Cole, View from Mount Holyoke, Northampton 
Massachusetts, after a Thunderstorm (I'he Oxbow) (1836) 
Humphrey Repton, Site at Wentworth, South Yorkshire (2 plates, 
1803) 
Repton, Proposed View of Leigh Court, Bristol (1814) 
Repton, Comparison of Grecian and Gothic Landscapes (1816) 
William Wordsworth, "Michael: A Pastoral Poem" (1800) 
Wordsworth, "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern 
Abbey" (1798) 
Ralph Waldo Emerson,Nature (1836) 
John Pendleton Kennedy, selections from Swallow Barn (1832, 
1851) 
Catch-up day; your questions; your ideas 
Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (1847), pp. 3-31 
Jane Eyre pp. 31-61 
Jane Eyre pp. 61-80 
Jane Eyre pp. 80-111 
Jane Eyre pp. 111-49 
Jane Eyre pp. 149-208 
Jane Eyre pp. 208-72 
Jane Eyre pp. 272-304 
Jane Eyre pp. 304-27 
Nativities 
The Atlantic 
Telegraph 
and Free Trade 
Mar? 
Mar9 
Mar 12-16 
Mar19 
Mar21 
Mar23 
Mar26 
Mar28 
Mar30 
Apr2 
Apr4 
Apr6 
Apr9 
Aprll 
Emerson, "Race" (Chapter 4 of English Traits, 1856) 
Hawthorne, Chapter 5 from The Scarlet Letter (1850) 
Lydia Maria Child, "The Black Saxons" (1841) 
Spring Break 
Frederick Douglass, Address at Canandaigua (1847) 
Henry Herbert, Chapter 18 from Wager of Battle (1855) 
continue with Henry Herbert 
No class meeting-I'm giving a lecture at Oakland University 
"The Difference of Race Between the Northern and Southern 
People" (1860) 
George Fitzhugh, "The Superiority of Southern Races" (1861) 
Arthur Cocke, "The Puritan and the Cavalier" (1861) 
Hawthorne, "Consular Experiences" (1863) 
No class meeting-I'm giving a paper at the Society for the 
Study of Southern Literature Convention in Nashville 
"The Great Atlantic Telegraph," (published in John Bull and 
Britannia, 27 July 1857) 
Telegraphic Messages from Queen Victoria and President 
Buchanan (published in John Bull and Britannia, 23 August 
1858) 
Effect of the Submarine Telegraph (lithograph, 1850) 
The Laying of the Cable (lithograph, 1858) 
The Atlantic Telegraph (lithograph, 1858) 
"The Song of the Telegraph" (1853) 
Christopher Cranch, "An Evening with the Telegraph 
Wires" (1858) 
Walt Whitman, "A Word Out of The Sea" (1860) 
Alfred Lord Tennyson, "Choral Ode" (1862) 
HenryTimrod, "The Cotton-Boll" (1860); 
Timrod, "Ethnogenesis" (1861) 
Senator John Henry Hammond, "Cotton is King" (1858) 
Emerson, "The Fortune of the Republic" (1863) 
Apr 13, 16 
Apr18 
Apr20 
Apr23 
Apr25 
Apr27 
May2 
No class meeting-I'm giving a paper at the C19 convention in 
Berkeley 
Final essay due 
Joseph O'Neil, Netherland, pp. 1-31 
Netherland, pp. 31-83 
Netherland, pp. 84-176 
Netherland, pp. 172-256 
Torchlight Procession Around the World (lithograph, 1858) 
Final exam in Coleman 3159 at 10:15-12:15 am 
